Extracts From The Abbotsham School Logbooks
Transcribed in November 1947
1875
Jan 5th
Miss EC Willey takes on as Mistress “Children v. rude unruly and backward”

July 30th
Inspection

Handwriting and spelling bad, arithmetic ?????? failure. Reading

Unsatisfactory. Needlework fairly good. Control imperfect.

To come in for annual grant in following January – a year payable in advance. Light and ventilation to be improved; separate ‘offices’ with separate approaches from which the public to be excluded; more desks to be provided; 2 sets of reading books for each standard on ???? ???? and reading cards. Times tables to be prepared, approved and used. Logbook to be kept
Oct 8th

Squire Vidal inspected. Improving.

Oct 22nd
New desks arrived.

1876

Jan 31st
Squire called and rewarded those who passed exam. Promised to do the same each year

Feb 18th
Braithwaite and Misses Vidal inspected

March 3rd
Inspector Codd “This little school has improved; more orderly and more evidence of having been taught. Much room for improvement

Nov 8th
Diocesan Inspector  “Improved” 

1877

Jan 18th
31 children present at reopening.

Feb 26th
Squire visited with Miss Vidal and Braithwaite and distributed prizes.

March 10th
Slight improvement in exam results but still wretchedly poor.

March 23rd
Attendance low as children kept home for potato tilling

June 20th
Attendance low as children kept home for hay making

July 20th
Holiday for Flower Show and Westward Ho! Cattle Show

Nov 16th
Diocesan Inspector found great improvement and average attendance very fair.

1878

Feb 8th
New school bell
Feb 19th
H.M. Inspector reports “Decide improvement in work all through except arithmetic; substantial increase in numbers. Well in hand and in good order.

1879

Feb 22nd
H.M. Inspector reports “reading and writing continues to be fairly taught but arithmetic is bad. Needlework good; Geography fairly so. Instruction of infants very creditable and order and behaviour generally. Grant reduced by 1/10d in consequence of poor arithmetic.

Aug 20th
Mistress Miss Skinner resigned

Sept 15th
Miss Chalk appointed

Nov 21st
Average attendance for the week 45

1880

Jan 27th
Inspector Codd “School continues to be in very fair order; Reading, Needlework and singing fairly taught; instruction in other subjects fallen even below the low level of last year. Arithmetic, handwriting and spelling bad. Condition of offices discreditable. Reduction of grant continued and further reduction threatened.

March
Vicar and Squire distribute prizes Average attendance 47.2

April
Average attendance 49.7

May
Average attendance 51.9

Dec
Braithwaite resigned. 60 children in school received 4d each from Mrs Adams of Lendon

1881

Jan 14th
School Committee audited accounts and registers. School closed for heavy snow until 24th
Feb 4th
Codd inspected. Ave attendance 50. 43 examined 37 passed. School in good order and instruction very much improved. Geography still a failure but in other respects work is creditable.

April 8th
Squire presented prizes. 1/- for passing 3 subjects, 6d for 2 subjects and for infants (23)

Sept 
Average attendance 57. Mrs Chalk resigned to go to Australia. Miss Craig appointed.

Oct
Average attendance dropped to 34.  ‘Unruly’

1900 
Feb
Average attendance 74

March
Average attendance 73 Holiday for relief of Ladysmith


Inspector’s report. Order and instruction fairly satisfactory. Boys and girls latrines have adjoining doors.

June
All staff resigned on reduction of grant and salary

July
Infant gallery to be provided with desks

Sept 24th
Mr and Mrs Hooper took charge. B. Bale Assistant.


79 on register. Average attendance66.6

1901

Jan
71 on books.

Feb
Desks fitted in Infant’s classroom by Moase

March
B. Bale gives notice. Left in April not replaced.


Inspector’s report. Improving but a lot to be made up. Why no playground. Partion inside to be raised.

April
Gardening in operation

May
68 on the books

July 24th
Holiday for Cottage Garden Show
Sept
Average attendance 63. Diocesan Inspection good report

Oct 7th
Application made and permission granted by Board of Education and Devon Technical Education Committee to form evening classes for the coming session in

1. Commercial Arithmetic

2. Drawing

3. Commercial Geography

Number present 9

Oct 10th
Number present 11

Oct 14th
Number present 12

Oct 13th
Number present 13

Oct ?
A lecture on the dangers and accidents which frequently occur in the use of petroleum lamps


72 on books

Dec
70 on books

1915

Jan
Rev. Sealy presented certificates for the scripture exam

Feb
13 pairs of socks knitted by girls sent to Forces

March
HMI inspected

April 
68 on the books

May
Canon Kempe presents books; new manager.


Empire Day 10/- collected for comforts for the troops


Usual celebrations.

June
Diocesan inspection. School classed as Excellent

Oct
Canon Kempe notes “….everything going on in good working order and the discipline very excellent throughout the school”

Oct 21st
Navy day celebrated

Nov
School Nurse reports favourably on the appearance and cleanliness of the girls.


64 on the books

1916

May
72 on the books


Empire Day as usual


Diocesan Inspector most enthusiastic. The discipline and tone of the whole school is all that can be desired.
July 12th
Belgian Day £3 collected.

Oct
Red Cross “Our Day” 500 flags disposed of and £5 collected.

Dec 
Average attendance for the year 64

1917

Jan
Garden changed and extra land taken in

Feb
Children weighed for medical cards


School closed for an epidemic of measles

Sept
Frances Hearn died of meningitis place not filled

Oct
Children collected 5½cwts of chestnuts for ‘Propellants’


45 parcels sent to men of the parish containing 72 pairs of knitted socks, 4½dozen khaki handkerchiefs, and 36 property tags. £17 collected
Nov
Beatrice Moase monitress
