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Ruporr By H.M.IL Mak= Hiss B, F. Cookse.

This school has become one of the most interesting and
successful rural schools in the county. It says much for the
enterprise and ability of the Head Histress that in such @&
comparatively short time she has achieved so much,

Not only has she secured a very ereditable standard of
work in both Arithmetic and English, but she has also extended
and developed to an unusual degree the definitely practical and
rural aspects of the training,

The planning of the syllabus and the erganisation and
working out of the details, have kept & ﬁiae balance between both
sides of the work, and have, in addition, recognised the relative
claims of the infant, junior and senior grades.

The Infants, in particular, are bright and responsive,
and they are adequately prepared in the elements of Reading and
Language training, while the seniors are trained to attack
difficult problems with independence and thought.

Where scholars remain after 14 years of age there is
no marking time, and progress is made at every stage in the life
of the school.

The work donme in English stimulates Reading for its own
sake, Composition shows signs of careful teaching, and the use of
drematic work has encouraged clear and confident oral expreasion,

in spite of a remarkably small outlay in material and
equipment, the output in Handwork is varied agd extensive, and at
the same time the work done reaches a high standard of finish and

technique,
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The e¢hildren show much resource in working out their
own idess in this subject.

The older girls teke & keen interest in Needlework,
and before leaving school each completes an outfit for herself.
Sensible and practical garments are made, and there is an excellent
sale for them.

Bee and Pouliry keeping are successfully taught, and
effective use is made of the school garden for the teaching of
rural Seience to beth boys and girls.

The senior girls are en;cirely responsible for the
preparation and serv;.ng of the mid-day meal, to which the majerity
of the children stay. A varied snd nutritious menu has been
planned, and a hot meal is provided each day at a comparatively

small cost.
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~ Abbotsham C.of E,School.
Inspected on I5th April 1932 and previous dates.
Report by H.M,l.iigs Bar ton,

The Head Teacher took charge of this small school

in 1924.Under her management it has gradually developed in
identity of quite exceptional interest, through the introduction
of practical instruction based on the environment of the children
and the practice of activities connected with their daily lives.

No rural subjects of any description were taught
before the lead ilistress was appointed.To-day in addition to the
usual subjectis the children leern Natural History,Gardening,
and Hural Science,Pouliry keeping,and Bee keeping and Cerpentry,
which includes any odd jobbing required in connection with
other activities.These subjects were gradually introduced in the
order indicated above,and related to the teaching of English
and Arithmetic.

The teaching of Gardening led to the introduction
of other practical work, the most important of which is the
preservation of vegetables and fruit grown in the gardens,and the
deily preparation and cooking of & one course hot meal for
mid day consumption by some twenty or more children who are obliged
to stay at school all day. »

The preservation of fruit and vegetables includes
the making of jams and marmalade and the bottling of fruit and
appropriate vegetables.It is,of course a seasonal activity and
occupies some of the time allotted ¥o general Handwork during the
rest of e year,,

The apparent esse and smoothness of the
arrangements by which the preparation cooking,serving and clearing
away of & hot meal for more than twenty children are accomplisheds
in the daily stride of the school are the outcome of much thought
an'd able organisation by the Head Mistress and of appreciative

co-operation of the parents.The weeklv charve for one child
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The preparation of the food for cooking is always
done before the morning session begins.The girls are divided inte
groups of three piupile,each with one senior ¢ supervise and two
juniors to help.Pach group in rotation undertekes full
responsibility for the preparation,cooking,serving and clearing
away of the meal.The work of the boys is to attend to the stoking,
to fetch water which has to be carried some litile distance,and to
kesp the oil stove and oven clean,

Ineidcntally,thrift\is inculcated in
practical ways.A cottager living near the school for bnstance, is
glad to give some vegetables occasionally in exchange for all
the peslings which she uses to feed her pig.

: No instruction in Cookery and Houssewifery other
than that given by the Head w“istress was provided until égés,but
arrangeunents were tien made for the senior girls to attend the
Domestic Subjects Centre at Bideferd,where they are having a more
systemetic and comprehensive course of work in Domestic Subjects
thennit would be possible for them to get at their own school,

The introduction and development of practicel
subjects necessitated a search for facilities %o make them possible
and much ingenulty has been shown in the adaptation of means to ends.
In this,as in other problems,thelead listress haw had the strong
support of the Authority,of en enlightened body of Maﬁagors
and of other friends of the scholl.

A workshon kitchen in which the boys have a
carpenter's bench for their wood-work and odd jobbing,and where
the girls prepare meals,wash up,and store the cooking utensils
and china ha s been adapted from a part of the uninhabited school
house.Among other things,the boys have made chicken and hen coops
and runs,a fowl house,nest boxes,egg stands,bee skeps,and a hutich
for the rabbit'owned"by the Infants,

Gardening was first started on an allotment

at some little distance from the school,but a field adjoining
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and rabbit hutch,

Courses of lessons in rural subjects are ssgasd

occasionally given by members of the Authority's agricultural

staff,and the children have "listened in" to broadcast lessons

on Farmbng.Ilt is the Head Mistress herself,however,who is .

responsible for the living interest shown by girls and boys alike

in the practical subjects as well as for the actual instruction.
ilore general handwork includes raffia and cane

work,soft toy wmeking and a well planned course in Needlework.

Considerable ingenuity and resourcefulness are shown by some of

the pupils and the execution reaches a definitely higu standard.

In her endsavour to make the rural environment
the pivot of the curriculum the Head kistress has not by any means
overlooked th e claims of the usual subjects of instruction,The
really good quality of the Bnglish, Arithmetic,Histdryand
éeography,Music(including sight singing,) the excellent
scholarship record of the school,and the happiness,well being
an@ sound progress of th e infants and juniors are convincing
evidence of all round efficiency.The practical activities help
to give purpose and reality to the basic subjects,and ito develop
a sense of responsibility in the pupils,but the thorough initial
wotk of the asssitant teache r and her cheerful cooperation with
the Head lMistress must also receive well desseved recognition.

School journeys are utilised as another means
of education.These are undertaken from time to time after careful
planning,study of routes and instrucktion in the aims of the
journey.The children's note books contain excellent plans and
records of various expeditions.,

In order to develop the social instints of the
pupils & juvenile branch of the "Order of the Fellowship of the
Knights of the Round Table of King Arthur'"was formed in 1928.
This branch cooperates with-the local adult branch,and every year

QPP At arnt maner te raloed to odva caversl necessitous children from
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large membership must be & source of great encouragement to the
Head sistress.

It is interesting to record that prior to her
appointment here,the Head Mistress had little knowledge of
country 1life or rural occupations;her previous teaching experience
had been gained mainly in large schools in an industrial area.

Sut she at once began to equip herself Tor the work she is doing
by attending classes in Carpentry and itural Subjects,by the
study of appropriate publications and by much critical reflection.

In conclusion,it should be stated that the
school leaves a final impression of complete well being.There
is no trace in the atmospiere of & certain tension which
exceptionally successful schools sometimes develop.The serenity
of the Head ilistress on the contrary,and the apparent ease with
which she conducts the school might even mislead & casual visitor
an d cause the countless hours of time and thought which she puts

into her job to be overlooked,

Signed
Jod sDraper,

Chief H,M,.I.
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Report by H.M. Inspectors

ABBOTSHAN CHURCH OF ENGLAND PRIMARY SCHOOL,

DEVONSHIRE

Inspected on

. 15%h and 16th November, 1954

NOTES -

1. This Report is confidential and may not be published save
by the express direction of the competent authority of the
School. If published it must be published in its entirety.

2. The Copyright of the Report is vested in the Controller
of HM. Stationery Office. The Coniroller has no objection to
the reproduction of the Report provided that it is clearly
understood by dll concerned in the reproduction that the
Copyright is vested in him.

MINISTRY OF EDUCATION, CURZON STREET, LONDON, W.1.
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[image: image8.jpg]Numbers at this School have increased during the last few years. An assistant
Mistress was appointed in 1950 and the children are now taught in two classes.

The premises, over a hundred years old, are well maintained, The offices and
cloakrooms have recently been improved and new wash-basins provided. The W.C,s are
on a chemicel system, For gamcs, the children use the village playing field, a
few minutes! walk from the School.

The Junlor class occupies a large room with sufficient space for indoor
physical activitices in wet weather. The children arc friendly, converse freecly and
express themselves quite well., Some of their written compositions, however, reveal
a lack of ideas, a weokness which was discussed with the Head Mistress. They all
read well and have access %o a good range of books both in the class library and in
a private collection of books which the children run themsclves, Tlcven of the
fourteen in the class arc reading books from the County Library at home. Progress
in Arithmetic is satisfactory and intelligent answers arc given to questions on
recent work in the informative subjects, Much of the Art and some Craft is
associated with work in History and Geography., There is also some cxpression and
design but therc is room for development of these aspects of Art., Materials heve
already been obtained with this in view. The boys arc making articles in raffia
and felt while the girls do Needlecraft., The work in Physical. Education is out-
standing, the class being used at times for demonstration at meetings of tcachers in
this part of North Devon. The parents' response to requests for suitable dress is
most gratifying, The children cenjoy a good number of Country Dances for which a
gramophone is loaned by the local Women's Institutc. Their singing is well con~
trolled and tunefuls Much of the work follows the wircless broadecasts and atten—
tion is given to instruction in elementary theory.

The work of the Infant class is handicapped by the naturc of the room. It is
small and on a platform, separatcd from the main room by a wooden partition. 4n
effort has been made to brighten the children's surroundings by means of colourful
pictures on the walls and there is a useful 'shop'. In such circumstances it is
difficult to provide the varied activities usually to be found in a good Infant
class, but even so, more could be done to give these young children
stimulating activities, as well as better opportunities for expressing themselves,
for example in Art and written work, They arc meking fair progress in their number
and reading and their handwriting is well-established.
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